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EL PORTAL’S 
CHIEF OF POLICE

Car Break ins
Car break ins: Incredibly annoying. Anger pro-
voking. Difficult to safeguard against…OR ARE 
THEY?! That will be the gist of this article as I 
sit here, writing it on 23 October 2019. I give this 
date because, as is often the case with car break 
ins, stats can (and most certainly will move) be-
fore this comes to publication.

First Some Statistical Data
It was recently brought up to me that car break ins are much higher than last 
year. That is absolutely not true…at least not through September 2019. In fact, 
comparing both years through September, there are ten less car break ins in 
2019 than in 2018. There were 35 car break ins in 2018. I believe we should 
come in with less at the end of 2019. 

It is important to understand that if there are, for instance, 10 car break ins in a 
small defined area over a few days or nights, there are not 10 separate offenders. 
In fact, there may only be one-two offenders. It is a small band that usually cre-
ates the most havoc. Along the lines, the one was to stop a property crime spike 
is to make one or two well positioned arrests. Often times, that offender(s) may 
not even be arrested for the specific crime he/she has been committing.

How is that? Well, let’s say we have a rash of car break ins in a given area. 
Hence, we set up an undercover detail. Low and behold, we see a guy walking 
up and down the street at 0300 hours. He takes off running. We stop him. We 
arrest him for loitering and prowling because we did not see him break into any 
cars nor did he have any property on him that we could link to cars in the area. 

So you ask, “why not compare his fingerprints?” I reply, “he is on camera on 
all his car break ins wearing a mask and gloves.” So no fingerprints or vid-
eo identification exist. But since his arrest, there are no more car break ins in 
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Chief of Police (cont. from  page 1)

that area. No doubt that was the guy. 
That is how we may arrest someone 
for a crime though not the one he 
had been committing. 

There were seven car break ins in 
the small defined areas of NE 2 Av-
enue to NE 5 Avenue from 85 to 
90 Street. These came during the 
first 14 days of September until we 
arrested an offender. Since then (at 
least up to today) there have been no 
more car break ins in this previously 
active area. That is forty days.
Will it last? Not likely. But for these 
forty days, the area has been shut 
down.

What Did the Police Do?
We worked a few undercover details 
over a variety of different dates and 
times. In marked units, we talked 
with numerous people, who were not 
breaking the law, but were out and 
about during the “witching hours” 
(as I call them) of 0130-0430. There 
was no reason to detain or stop and 
frisk. But by just driving by and say-
ing “hello” or park and the end of the 
block carried a strong message that 
the police are out there and vigilant. 

There is no crime walking around a 
neighborhood in the middle of the 
night. But one would be awfully 
naïve if they thought that a police 
officer (or even just a neighborhood 
resident) would not be mildly suspi-
cious, if not curious, as to why this 
is taking place. 

It is our job to find a fine balance 
between being suspicious, when sit-
uations warrant such, and ensuring 
that we remain fully within the Con-
stitutional safeguards afforded to 
every American. Additionally, we 
have increased our uniform park and 
walk hours. Again, just being seen, 
on foot, particularly at night, adds 

a level of discomfort for anyone con-
templating car burglary. 

What can You (The Citizen) Do?
First and foremost, be nosy neighbors. 
Keep an eye out on your neighbors 
to each side. You should know when 
they are away; they, in turn, should 
know when you’re away. I am sure 
you all get up at different times of the 
night for a variety of different reasons 
(some, numerous times). If each of you 
just looked out the window before re-
turning to bed, you very well may see 
something suspicious that needs to be 
reported to police, via a 911 call. And 
yes, someone walking on the street or 
getting near cars at 0300 hours neces-
sitates a 911 call. 

You need to think proactively. Get a 
RING. At night turn the sound loud so 
if someone comes near the house you 
will hear it go off. Yes I know….What 
about if a car drives by? Well, you can 
set how far the RING goes out. If we 
are to defeat crime spikes, we must 
work together proactively to outsmart 
these criminals; we cannot be at the 
mercy of their thieving whims. That is 
what they hope for.

Your El Portal Specialist And Resident For Over 15 Years.

The Keyes Company

Gigi Krop, CDPE CLA
Realtor - Associate

Direct 305.710.2538
gigikrop@gmail.com

www.gigiwithaheart.com

JUST SOLD! 
List $399,000 Sale $390,000

9816 N Miami Ave - Miami Shores
4 Bed 2.5 Baths 1900 Sq.Ft
Spacious Updated Fireplace 

Flexible Fl. Plan 9100sq.ft. Lot

But here is another point: What ever 
happened to car alarms? Did they 
go the way of voicemail or rota-
ry phones? I mean, don’t most cars 
have a car alarm? Which by and large 
means you need to lock the car door 
with the key fob. If the alarm is sen-
sitive enough, if someone is messing 
with the door it will set the alarm off. 
We just need to be cognizant that 
when a car alarm goes off, on the 
block, we jump up, rush to the win-
dow, and check to see what is going 
on.

Look, two final things. There are 
locks on car doors for a reason. 
LOCK YOU CAR DOORS! And 
do not, REPEAT DO NOT LEAVE 
A FIREARM IN THE CAR! I ask 
this question: If you carry a firearm I 
am guessing it is for protection, right? 
So please tell me what is the point of 
separating yourself from that protec-
tion? You are in your house and your 
firearm remains in the car. And just 
you know, when you leave a gun in 
the car and it is stolen, you just turned 
a thief into an armed felony that now 
we may come across. With gun own-
ership comes great responsibility.
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MAYOR’S MESSAGE
Greetings El Portal,

Fall is here 
and winter is 
already quickly 
approaching! 
I hope you 
all are having 
a wonderful 
holiday season. 
With the fall 
season, is 
the annual 
government budget process and I 
would like to thank the El Portal 
Village Manager for preparing the 
2019-2020 budget, which continues to 
maximize funding for our Public Safety 
and Public Works departments, at the 
same 8.3 mileage rate. El Portal has 
sustained this mileage rate since 2011. 
A copy of the approved budget can 
be found on the Village of El Portal’s 
website at: elportalvillage.com.

Your Village Council and 
administration continues to work 
together to ensure we plan, protect and 
safeguard our Village. 

As we prepare to wrap up this year, 
here are some 2019 highlights:
•	 Secured the necessary easement, 

located on the Horace Mann 
School property, in order to 
continue with our Septic to Sewer 
Phase 1 process 

•	 Completed second Comprehensive 
Plan workshop, in order to move 
forward with updating it. 

•	 Village residents came together for 
a strong Bahamas relief by donating 
many items

•	 Designated Tree city USA - 4th year 
in a row 

•	 El Portal Police Department 
received ‘Small Agency of the 
Year’ by RING

•	 Officer Borrell promoted to Sergeant 
•	 Officer Sharp promotes to Sergeant
•	 Mayor Cubillos secured the 

donation of police vehicles from 

Homestead and Doral 
•	 Yenise Jacobi, earned her 

Certification for Municipal Clerk 
•	 On July 11th FEMA obligated to the 

State of Florida 2.1 million for Irma 
reimbursement (the State of Florida 
has monies, and is still reviewing)

•	 Village Manager with Robert 
Ruano secured a CDGB Grant in the 
amount of $157k 

•	 The Kavista, a proposed new 
development in our annexed area, 
has put forth a ‘Development 
Agreement’ to the Planning and 
Zoning Committee, for 1.1 million 
paid to the Village - this item goes 
before full Council in December 

•	 Proprietors of the ‘little far’ land, 
hired a Master Plan Company 

•	 Directed Plusurbia to create an El 
Portal Architectural Guide Book 

•	 El Portal is designated Bronze 
for our Solsmart initiative and 
collaboration with the South Florida 
Regional Planning Council

•	 Mayor Cubillos, President of the 
Miami Dade County League of 
Cities. As President, Mayor Cubillos 
has given El Portal a seat at the table 
on County Boards. 

•	 Mayor Cubillos appointed 
Councilperson Urbom to the Long 
Range Transportation Planning 
Committee 

•	 Mayor Cubillos appointed 
Councilperson Roman to the Neat 
Streets Miami Board 

•	 Resiliency Town Hall held in July 
•	 El Portal, signed and is part of 

Resilient305 
•	 Cost analysis road map to address 

our streets and infrastructure has 
been planned. 

El Portal, there are many exciting 
things happening, and encourage you 
to learn more on what we are doing for 
our Village. 

Hope you and your families have a 
blessed and joyous holiday season, and 
may 2020 bring each of you faith, hope 

and love - everyday!

Yours in service,
Mayor Cubillos 
mayorcubillos@villageofeportal.org
305 778-4199

Shout out to Councilman Isaac Salver, 
who is now the President of the Florida 
League of Cities. 

Shout out to the North Miami Beach 
Manager and Mayor for checking in on 
us during the possible anticipation of 
Hurricane Dorian. 

Childhood Cancer Proclamation presented 
at the September Council Meeting 
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Mayor (cont. from  page 3)

Collaborating with Miami Dade County 

Discussing economic development with 
Senator Tadeo. 

El Portal attended the Miami Dade 
County League of Cities Best Practices in 
October of 2019 

City of Miami Commissioner Willy Gort, 
thank you for your many years of service 
- happy retirement. 

Great to have this amazing family living 
back in El Portal - welcome back!!

Congratulations Yenise on earning your Certification for Municipal Clerk! 

Collaborating with Miami Dade County Public School Board to acquire a necessary 
easement for phase 1 of our Septic to Sewer.



Fall 2019	 Page 5 The Village of El Portal	

Persons submitting same agree to do so voluntarily. CGP is indemnified and held harmless from any and all liability arising out of such publication. Coastal Group Publications (305) 981-3503.

Continued on page 6

PUBLIC AFFAIRS
“In seed time learn, in harvest teach, 
in winter enjoy.” – William Blake
Yayyy my favorite seasons have ar-
rived. Hope everyone is enjoying the 
slightly lower temperatures. 

Thank you to everyone that partici-
pated in our good old-fashioned trick 
or treating this Halloween. We had 
quite a bit of you join us at in front 
of the Village Hall before going on 
foot along NE 87th & 88th Streets 
and it was great to see how many of 
the residents participated by giving 
out candy. We want to pay a special 
Thank You to the following partners 
for donating candy to the Village:

 

Barrington Brothers, LLC

Thank you to the Village Clerk, 
Yenise Jacobi and the Village Man-
ager, Christia Alou for decorating 
and coordinating a great evening for 
all. A special thanks to the El Portal 
Police Department for keeping every-
one safe!

Volunteers for Village Events: 
Events require many resources and 
manpower. If you are interested in 
volunteering and offering your talents 
towards Village events please contact 
Councilperson Roman at (305)395-
2536 or vroman@villageofelportal.
org. It takes a Village - get involved!

HOME OF THE MONTH: 
Congratulations to our Home of the 
Month winners for July and August!

July Winner: 102 NE 86th Street - 

Home of Jerome Jean Louis Fayolle 
and Jorge Orobitig 

Aug Winner: 60 NE 88th Street - Home 
of OMAR ANTONIO LOPEZ

Fall winners will be announced on 
the next newsletter. 

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS: 
Ready to decorate for the holidays? 
The committee will award three homes 
throughout the Village that have the 
best outdoor decorations and each of 
the winners will receive a Home Depot 
Gift card as follows:
	 1st place winner: $150
	 2nd place winner: $100
	 3rd place winner: $50

Holiday decorations winners will be 
announced on Nextdoor and featured in 
the 1st newsletter of 2020. The commit-
tee is looking forward to seeing all the 
holiday decorations. 

Home of the Month Objective: Pro-
vide recognition to residents who have 
improved the exterior of the home and/
or their front yards (curb appeal). 

Program Sponsored by: 
Councilperson Roman

2019 Committee of Residents: Chair: 
Andrew Naylor, Vice-Chair: David 
Ward, Member: Scott Russell, Fernan-
do Vasquez & Councilperson Vimari 
Roman 

Residents are welcomed to join the 
committee. If you would like to join 
the Committee please email elportal-
homeofthemonth@gmail.com or con-
tact Andrew Naylor @ 312-622-0855.

Nominations: All residents who are 
not members of the committee can 
nominate themselves or a neighbor for 
consideration for Home of the Month. 
If you have a home you’d like to nomi-
nate please send the committee an email 
with the address and pictures if possible 
to ElPortalHomeoftheMonth@gmail.
com. Nominations are accepted up to 
the 5th of every month. 

Additional Home of the Month program 
information and pictures of all the 
previous winners can be found on the 
Village website: http://elportalvillage.
com/archives/home-of-the-month/

THE NEXT US CENSUS IS 
COMING IN 2020!

By April 1, 2020, every home will re-
ceive an invitation to participate in the 
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2020 Census. Once the invitation arrives, you should re-
spond for your home in one of three ways: online, by phone, 
or by mail.

Not familiar with the Census or can’t remember why 
we do it? The following information was taken from the 
US Census website: https://2020census.gov/en/what-is-
2020-census.html

The 2020 Census counts every person living in the 50 states, 
District of Columbia, and five U.S. territories.

The count is mandated by the Constitution and conducted 
by the U.S. Census Bureau, a nonpartisan government agen-
cy. The 2020 Census counts the population in all 50 states, 
the District of Columbia, and five U.S. territories (Puerto 
Rico, American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern 
Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands). Each 
home will receive an invitation to respond to a short ques-
tionnaire—online, by phone, or by mail. This will mark the 
first time that you will be able to respond to the census online.

The census provides critical data that lawmakers, business 
owners, teachers, and many others use to provide daily ser-
vices, products, and support for you and your community. 
Every year, billions of dollars in federal funding go to hos-
pitals, fire departments, schools, roads, and other resources 
based on census data.

The results of the census also determine the number of seats 
each state will have in the U.S. House of Representatives, 
and they are used to draw congressional and state legislative 
districts. It’s also in the Constitution: Article 1, Section 2, 
mandates that the country conduct a count of its population 
once every 10 years. The 2020 Census will mark the 24th 
time that the country has counted its population since 1790.

Participating in the census is required by law, even if you 
recently completed another survey from the Census Bureau. 
A complete and accurate count is critical for you and your 
community, because the results of the 2020 Census will af-
fect community funding, congressional representation, and 
more.

Want to get involved or know someone that does? The 
U.S. Census Bureau is recruiting thousands of people 
across the country to assist with the 2020 Census count. 
Miami-Dade County, Florida Pay Rates Per Hour: $14.00 
- $17.50

*The pay rate above represents the range of pay rates for 
both office and census taker positions. Census takers also 

receive reimbursement for work-related mileage and ex-
penses, where applicable. 

The Village of El Portal will coordinate an “Infoshop” in 
early 2020 where you all can attend to learn more and can 
ask questions. Date will be scheduled soon. 

DID YOU KNOW? 
VILLAGE OF EL PORTAL HISTORY:

“The Threads of History Enrich All Our Lives.”
The Little River/El Portal Tequesta Indian Mound - El 
Portal Burial Mound and El Portal Village site.

I decided to include some history on our Tequesta Indian 
Mound and sadly, there isn’t that much information on this 
archeological zone and burial mound that I could find but 
the little that I did find is quite interesting and worth sharing 
with my fellow historic enthusiasts.  

According to an article from the Sun Sentinel “in all, 
the Tequesta built 25 to 50 burial mounds between Lake 
Okeechobee and the Keys. Those that remain can be found 
in Everglades National Park, Big Cypress National Pre-
serve, in Miami-Dade County, Biscayne National Park and 
in the Keys. Most are accessible to tourists.” Unfortunate-
ly, our specific site was not mentioned but you can visit 
this link to read the entire story. https://www.sun-sentinel.
com/news/fl-xpm-2014-03-31-fl-historic-indian-mound-
20140331-story.html

Our Village website (http://elportalvillage.com/archives/) 
lists the Little River/El Portal Tequesta Indian Mound as 
one of the highest points in Miami-Dade and its history 
dating back to the year 600 when ancient Tequesta Indians 
migrated and settled at the Mound while passing by on the 
Little River. “The Mound was one of the few areas above 
Water. It was actually six to eight feet higher than it is pres-
ently. Miami-Dade County declared the Indian Mound a 
historic landmark in the 1920s. It was the first such archeo-
logical site to carry this honor in the County.” 

Continued on page 7

Public Affairs (cont. from  page 5)
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FRANCISCO “FRANK” LLENDE
Exclusive Agent
Shores Insurance Agency
Allstate Insurance Company
8703 Biscayne Blvd, Miami Shores, FL 33138
Office: 305-754-0002 ● Fax: 305-758-6556
Claims: 1-800-ALLSTATE
fllende@allstate.com
8:30 AM – 5:00 PM
Auto ● Home ● Life ● Retirement
Hablamos Español

We Offer 
Home Insurance!

Continued on page 8

I own a copy of the Historic Northeast Dade Self-Guided 
Tour by the Junior League of Miami and in there it says 
that at present the mound is among the last burial mounds 
that remain in Miami-Dade County. The other archeolog-
ical site dating back to the Tequesta Indians is under what 
is now the Hyatt Regency Miami Hotel on the Miami Riv-
er. The self-guided tour also states that the burial mound 
represents nearly 1800 years of Indian habitation and that 
it was dedicated as a public park in the 1920’s. The guide 
also says that the site includes at last four known sites: a 
prehistoric burial mound, Indian village, a mid-nineteenth 
century pioneer homesite and coontie mill (coontie is a na-
tive plant with an underground stem that yields a starch). 

As I continued my research I found a blog post (https://
www.megalithic.co.uk/article.php?sid=27413) from Nov 
2010 that included copies of two designation reports provid-
ed by the Miami-Dade Department of Planning and Zoning 
Office of Historic and Archaeological Resources. Following 
I share pictures of those reports. 

Public Affairs (cont. from  page 6)
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On Jan 23, 2016, the mound was re-dedicated by the Bis-
cayne Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolu-
tion. 

 

   

I hope you have enjoyed reading and learning about our vil-
lage. As always, I am available via phone or email should 
you wish to speak, have any questions, concerns or ideas. 
I look forward to seeing you around the village or at the 
upcoming events.

Happy Holidays and may 2020 be filled with many bless-
ings for all!

Cheers,
Vimari

Councilperson Roman, Seat #2 – Elected 2016
305-395-2536 | vroman@villageofelportal.org
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2020 BULK WASTE SCHEDULE, VILLAGE OF EL PORTAL
•	 Service is provided once each quarter, usually during the fourth Tuesday-Wednesday-Thursday of the last quarter 

of each month. See schedule below for exact service days for your zone.
•	 The Village will be divided into three zones, with each zone scheduled for a specific day of each quarter. Residents 

MUST have the bulk waste set out no later than 7:00 a.m. on their scheduled service day. It is strongly recommend-
ed that residents put the bulk waste out the evening before their scheduled service date.

•	 Zone 1 includes all homes west of North Miami Avenue. Zone 1 will be serviced on Tuesday of each quarterly service week.
•	 Zone 2 includes all homes east of North Miami Avenue from NE 88th St. to NE 90th St. Zone 2 will be serviced on 

Wednesday of each quarterly service week. 
•	 Zone 3 includes all homes east of North Miami Avenue from NE 87th St. south to the southern end of Village limits 

(Little River). Zone 3 will be serviced on Thursday of each quarterly service week.

Service days for 2020 will be as follows:
Quarter	 Zone 1 Day & Date	 Zone 2 Day & Date	 Zone 3 Day & Date
1st Quarter/ 2020	 Tuesday 3/24/20	 Wednesday 3/25/20	 Thursday 3/26/20
2nd Quarter/2020	 Tuesday 6/23/20	 Wednesday 6/24/20	 Thursday 6/25/20
3rd Quarter/2020	 Tuesday 9/22/20	 Wednesday 9/23/20	 Thursday 9/24/20
4th Quarter/2020	 Tuesday 12/22/20	 Wednesday 12/23/20	 Thursday 12/24/20

The regular bulk collection schedule above is for approved bulky wastes that cannot fit within the carts. Acceptable bulky 
items include yard trash with pieces no larger than 6 feet, vegetative and wood matter that is part of normal yard main-
tenance, household furniture, and household trash. Please place appropriate bulk waste items away from trees, cars, 
and other objects in order to provide access by the crane trucks. Waste generated by contractors or subcontractors is 
NOT considered household trash, and should NOT be placed out for collection. Residents requiring special bulk waste 
collections (at times other than the regular schedule) should contact Village Hall BEFORE placing bulk waste out. 
Additional fees will apply for special bulk collections. Please visit www.elportalvillage.com for up-to-date information. 
Other options for special bulk collections are available at www.TheBagster.com

2018 CHEVROLET MALIBU LT AND 2018 CHEVROLET EQUINOX LT FWD, WITH APPROVED CREDIT. PRICE INCLUDES ALL AVAILABLE INCENTIVES. PRICE PLUS TAX, TAG, TITLE, DEALER FEE, AND FIRST MONTHS PAYMENT. $0 SECURITY DEPOSIT. 36 
MONTH LEASE. 10,000 MILES A YEAR. $2,719 DUE AT SIGNING FOR MALIBU AND $2819 DUE AT SIGNING FOR EQUINOX. TAX,TAG, FEES NOT INCLUDED. OFFER MAY EXPIRE AT ANYTIME. PAYMENTS MAY BE HIGHER IN SOME STATES, PRICING 

SUBJECT TO MANUFACTURE REBATES WHICH COULD EXPIRE AT ANY TIME. 2018 CHEVROLET COLORADO LT CREW CAB 2WD AND 2018 CHEVROLET SILVERADO DBL 2WD 1LT V6 ALL STAR, WITH APPROVED CREDIT. PRICE INCLUDES ALL AVAIL-
ABLE INCENTIVES. PRICE PLUS TAX, TAG, TITLE, DEALER FEE AND FIRST MONTHS PAYMENT. $0 SECURITY DEPOSIT. 24 MONTH LEASE. 10,000 MILES A YEAR . $2,300 DUE AT SIGNING FOR COLORADO. $3,409 DUE AT SIGNING FOR SILVERADO. 

SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS. TAX,TAG, FEES NOT INCLUDED. OFFER MAY EXPIRE AT ANYTIME. PAYMENTS MAY BE HIGHER IN SOME STATES, PRICING SUBJECT TO MANUFACTURER REBATES WHICH COULD EXPIRE AT ANY TIME.

MiamiChevy.com
8880 BISCAYNE BLVD • MIAMI SHORES FL 33138 US • 305-908-5540

TROPICAL

2018 Chevrolet Malibu LT or Equinox LT
per 
month

$199
YOUR CHOICE!

2018 Chevrolet  
Colorado LT or  
Silverado 2WD Double Cab

per 
month

$239

YOUR CHOICE!

MARK OF  
EXCELLENCE

8067_TC_7.5x5_Ad_4c.indd   1 6/19/18   3:16 PM
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COMMUNITY CONNECTEDNESS 

Published quarterly at no cost for the Village of El Portal by Coastal Group Publications, Inc. 
Contact CGP at  (305) 981-3503 or info@cgpnewsletters.com 

to advertise in one of our newsletters or to get a free newsletter for your property.

THANK YOU El Portal! Our Village 
came together to help and support the 
Bahamas after Hurricane Dorian! 

El Portal Police and Village 
Manager joined Horace Mann 
Middle School Administration 
and students for their 1st Annual 
Sandy Hook Promise ‘Start with 
Hello Week’ meet and greet. 
It’s their, and our commitment 
to create a more connected 
and inclusive school and 
community - by preparing the 
students to make a difference in 
someone’s life, and help them 
feel appreciated, included and 
valued. 

Continued on page 11
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Mayor Cubillos, Public Safety Com-
mittee Chair along with Chief Mag-
nusson and Manager Alou work to-
gether to strengthen relationship with 
Horace Mann Middle School students, 
administration and parents! 

Mayor Cubillos and Principal Kevin 
Lawrence ay Principal Today Break-
fast collaborating for a better tomor-
row - today! 

 

ICYMI: El Portal Police Department 
won the ‘Small Agency Case of the 
Year Award’ by RING, presented at 
the IACP Meeting in Chicago. Chief 
Magnusson was there to accept it - 
congratulations 

Meeting with the new Division Fire 
Chief of Operations for North Dade - 
who oversees Miami Dade Fire Rescue 
Station 30 in Miami Shores/El Portal. 

Congratulations Officer Borrell on 
your promotion to Sergeant!!! 

Community (cont. from  page 10)

Continued on page 12
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Continued on page 13

Hispanic Heritage Month Breakfast
Hispanic Heritage Month breakfast 
to staff and students at Horace Mann 
Middle School. Great work by: Offi-
cer Lopez, Lieutenant Mendez, Chief 
Magnusson, Village Manager Alou, 
Councilperson Roman, Community 
Volunteers and Mayor Cubillos on this 
fantastic community collaboration! 

Event was powered by: Kidstown, 
LXS Salon, and Mayor Cubillos. A 
special recognition to Love at First 
Bite Catering

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community (cont. from  page 11)



2020 COUNCIL & COMMITTEE MEETINGS HOLIDAY SCHEDULE 

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING (4TH Tuesday every month at 7PM) 
January 27 th, February 25th, March 24th, April 28th, May 26th, June 23rd, 

July 28th, AUGUST RECESS, September 22nd, October 27th, November 17th, and 
December 15th 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS (1st & 3rd Tuesday of every other month) 
Public Safety (1st Tuesday, every other month at 6:30PM) 

Jan. 6th, March 3rd, May 5th, July 7th, Sept. 1st 

Code Enforcement (1st Tuesday, every other month at (7:00PM) 
Jan. 6th, March 3rd, May 5th, July 7th, Sept. 1st 

Public Works (1st Tuesday, every other month at (7:30PM) 
Jan. 6th, March 3rd, May 5th, July 7th, Sept. 1st 

Administration & Finance (3rd Tuesday, every other month at (6:30PM) 
Jan. 20th, March 17th, May 19th, July 21st, Sept. 15th 

Planning & Zoning (3rd Tuesday, every other month at (7:00PM) 
Jan. 20th, March 17th, May 19th, July 21st, Sept. 15th 

Public Affairs (3rd Tuesday, every other month at (7:30PM) 

Jan. 20th, March 17th, May 19th, July 21st, Sept. 15th 

HOLIDAYS (Village Hall will be closed for the following Holidays) 
New Year’s Day (observed), Wednesday, January 1st 
Martin Luther King’s Birthday, Monday, January 20th  

Presidents’ Day, Monday, February 17th

Memorial Day, Monday, May 25th 
Independence Day, Friday, July 3rd 
Labor Day, Monday, September 7th 

Columbus Day, Monday, October 12th 
Veterans’ Day (observed), Wednesday, November 11th 

Thanksgiving Day, Thursday, November 26th 
Friday after Thanksgiving Day, November 27th 

Christmas Day, Friday, December 25th 
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FLORIDA CITY GOVERNMENT WEEK OCTOBER 21ST - 25TH
Florida City Government Week is a time for municipalities to 
provide and foster civic education, collaboration, volunteer-
ism and more. It is also a time to recognize community stake-
holders who have contributed to the community 

Cities provide a higher level of service than most govern-
ments, yet many residents are unaware of how city services 
impact their lives. Through Florida City Government Week, 
we hope to bring awareness to city government’s role in en-
hancing the quality of life in communities.

City Officials are encouraged to involve their local schools, 
businesses, and media in planning Florida City Government 
Week activities that engage through:

As such, during this week, some of El Portal leaders have 
made time to speak at local schools, host an open house for 
new residents, all in an effort to engage, educate and explain 
city structure and function.

Florida City Government Week is part of an ongoing effort 
sponsored by the Florida League of Cities to raise public 
awareness about the services that cities perform and to edu-
cate the public on how city government works. 

Shout out to Officer Lopez, Chief Magnusson and Manager 
Alou for speaking to some young students about local gov-
ernment and their roles, followed by reading a book to them!
 

Mayor Cubillos hosted an 8th essay contest at Horace Mann 
Middle School: ‘If I were Mayor ...’

Mayor Cubillos and Councilperson Roman with the 50 -8th 
graders whom participated in the essay contest! 

Principal Kevin Lawrence, Councilperson Vimari Roman, 
Elizabeth Buitrago, student- honorable mention, Diani Go-
mez, student -winner, Mayor Cubillos, Shawn Chataigne, 
student - Honorable mention and Assistant Principal Ethel 
Selwood 

Diana Gomez, 8th Grade 
Essay winner!
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HALLOWEEN 2019 IN EL PORTAL
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EST. 1980

Jeff Diamond & Anthony Lasorsa REMODELING • INSTALLATIONS
•	 Kitchen / Bathroom
•	 New & Resurfaced Cabinets
•	 Cabinets / Vanities
•	 Custom Baseboards / Crown Moldings
•	 Granite / Marble / Mica Counter Tops
•	 All Types of Tiles & Marble Installed

PAINTING & SERVICES UNLIMITED

“Your Experienced 
Handyman”

•	Design & Management 
Services

•	No Job Too Small  
•	Free Estimates
•	Service & Quality at 

Reasonable Prices
•	Commercial & Residential
•	Habla Español

15% 
Off

any 

remodeling

job!

10% 
OFF
Any 

Service
Valid With Coupon.  

Not To Be Combined 
With Other Offers. 

Exp 1/31/2020

Kitchen      Bathroom Remodeling& Satisfaction and Quality Guaranteed

We are committed to the fulfillment of  your home improvement needs with an 
eye towards increasing the value of  your real estate asset. Whether you are 
remodeling a kitchen, bathroom, complete residence or room addition; we are 
the Miami Beach Experts, family owned for 30 years.

specializing  
in condo & 
apartment interiors

305-865-9005

DIAMOND     REMODELERS

Painting & Services Unlimited Lic. CC94BS00437 • Lasora Enterprises, Inc CGC031497
Licensed & Insured General Contractor

www.diamondremodelers.com
 jeff@diamondremodelers.com

•	 Painting, Condo, House, Apt. Roof Painting
•	 Popcorn Ceiling Removal
•	 Smooth Ceilings
•	 Framing, Drywall & Finishes

•	 Full Service Contractors
•	 Plumbing & Electrical Service
•	 Doors / Windows
•	 Mirror Installation

Ful l  Ser v ice  Contractor s

Receive a 15% discount on any remodeling job!

Under Contract!
7441 WAYNE AVE,  #6J
MIAMI BEACH, FL

Beautiful, corner-unit condo
with open balcony and great
views at Parkview Point
Condominiums. Renovated
kitchen with granite
countertops and stainless
steel appliances. 

Call Now!
Rosa Jacquelin

����� ��������

www.SignatureHomesOfMiami.com

Love WhereYou Live!

Love WhereYou Live!

One Dollar Emergency Dental 
Visit Including Necessary X-Rays

NEW PATIENTS ONLY.

Over 20 years in Surfside / Bay Harbour / Bal Harbour

Two Locations to Better Serve You
9456 Harding Ave.
Surfside, FL 33154

4011 W. Flagler St.
Coral Gables, FL 33134

(305) 866-2626

Meet Your 
Neighborhood Dentist
Dr. Edy A. Guerra

http://www.dentistsurfside.com/


